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Vicar’s Report
It is exciting to finally be with you all! I was praying for the Church and the 
Village before I arrived and now I am more able to pray for you individually 
as I get to know you all. I know that my arrival marks a new part of the 
ongoing story of Christ Church. I am looking forward to learning how we 
have got to where we are and seeing how God will use that to lead us 
forward together.   

People
I need to say thank you to lots of people, inside and outside the parish for 
supporting Christ Church. Thank you to Alan Roberts and Viv Ley our 
Wardens, who have worked hard to make sure that things have continued 
through the interregnum. Thank you to Fr. Lyndon Bannon, Canon Norma 
Cole and Rev. John Wiltshire, as well as to all the other members of the 
church and clergy who have made it possible to continue our calling.

Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.’ Matthew 28:18-20

Outreach
It is so encouraging to see a real hunger from within to attract new people 
to church. This is vital if we want to remain a presence in the parish. We 
always want to look at how we can reach people with the good news of 
Jesus and fulfil our calling from Jesus seen in the great commission above. 
Jesus with his authority over heaven and earth has called us to go and 
make disciples of all nations. With the comfort of knowing that we do it in 
his strength, reminded that he will always be with us.

Giving
This vital work can continue because of the generosity of a small number of 
people who give regularly of their time, talents and money for the work of 
Christ. Alan Roberts has done a fine job in communicating the financial 
need of the church to those on the electoral roll. 

The amazing thing is that although God calls us to give generously, our 
giving only ever scratches the surface of God’s abundant blessing and 
grace. We give but only from what has come from God in the first place.

The Future
As we focus as a church on Jesus’ call to the nations and grow in our 
confidence. We will begin to see how God has shaped us as a church to 
work with God in this wonderful mission. We will be working this out in two 
main areas.

1. Worshiping Jesus Christ

Our first priority in life is to worship Jesus with everything. If we focus only 
on Sundays then we will be giving Jesus less than he deserves. So 
Sundays and other groups must be the equipping and refreshing that spurs 
us on to live for God every day. We want everything we do to help us live 
out our call as individuals and a church to reach Willaston, the Wirral and 
the World with the love of Jesus.

2. Being and making Disciples

As those who try to worship God with all our hearts, we live as disciples of 
Jesus and as disciples we are called to make other disciples from all the 
world. So practically there are lots of things we can do, whether it is looking 
out for those we can walk alongside to help them grow in faith. Or praying 
for those outside church who don’t know the good news of Jesus, maybe 
sharing it with people for the first time. 

All of this will require us to be intentional about what we do and why we do 
it. So that we can make sure we are worshipping Jesus rightly and growing 
personally, spiritually and as a church in number. 

There is so much to thank God for and I am confident that the next year will 
provide us with so much more for which to give thanks. Jesus died that we 
might live and live life to the full. It is so exciting to be involved in this as a 
family in Christ.

God bless,
Stephen Bazely 
Vicar of Christ Church Willaston

3



Assistant Priest’s Report
Perhaps the main feature of 2014 was the Vacancy. I am very grateful to all 
who supported me in shouldering the majority of the services and occasional 
offices over the year, but perhaps special mention needs to be made of 
Marion Baker, who tirelessly worked behind the scenes and offered me, 
personally, no end of support, not least in ensuring much preparation and 
‘setting up’ was done in church in order to reduce my workload. Those who 
assisted in service leading and preaching also need special mention – my 
thanks to Alex and Elaine White, Ted Dew, Kath Walker, Shirley Cadman, 
John and Meg Dennison, Katie Larsen, Ruth McElroy, Helen Heath, Charles 
Hurst and Claire Bannon.

The Vacancy has given us all much opportunity to reflect upon the direction 
of the church here in Willaston and now we need to fully support Stephen as 
he leads us forward – the time for reflection and pausing for thought is over 
and the time for action is now!

On a different note, just to clarify, rumours of my departure from Willaston 
have been greatly exaggerated and I (along with my family) certainly intend 
to stay here for the foreseeable future, as we work with and support Stephen 
in developing the missions and ministry of the church here in this Parish.

Fr. Lyndon Bannon

Children & Young People Work
We have seen a decreased number of children at our 9.30am service with 
approximately between 3 -10 children taking part in the weekly activities. 
The children do continue to have a children’s activity connected to the 
theme or Bible reading of the weekly 9.30am service. However this year we 
have lost the separate activities for our older and younger members.

We also have a committed and dedicated team of approximately 7 leaders 
and helpers who have devised and implemented some exciting and varied 
activities each week, again this number has diminished over the past year. 

In December one talented member of our youth group wrote and directed 
our church Nativity play which saw many of our children and young people 
perform at our 9.30am and 11.00am services.

The past year has seen some exciting opportunities for our children and 
young people at Christ Church. We ask that the congregation continue to 
support the children and leaders with their prayers and encouragement as 
we seek to make 2015 ~ 2016 a year where our children and young people 
grow in their own closer relationship with Christ.

Claire Bannon

Christian Aid
In 2014 there were 2 main fundraising events, the sponsored walk in March  
and the Christian aid week  house to house collection in May. In addtion 
there was an appeal for Gaza, and a Christmas appeal by Christ Church for 
which we raised £288 and £182 respectively.

Christ church raised £454.60 for the sponsored walk; during Christian Aid 
week we raised £1428 . The Neston and District Committee  are very 
grateful to Gordale and to Sainsbury for allowing us  to collect  and bag 
pack for Christian aid in May and in December. All together this raised an 
extra £2018.

A big thank you to all who have taken part and so generously  given to such 
a worthwhile cause. We do need more House to House collectors this May 
as we were not able to cover all the roads in Willaston last year. Please help 
if you can.

Kath Walker 
Christian Aid rep. for Christ Church.
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Deanery Synod Report
Each Parochial Church Council elects members to the Deanery Synod. The 
Deanery Synod is a church council, which forms a link between the PCC 
and Diocesan Synod- the ‘council’  of the Diocese of Chester, which 
formulates Diocesan policy. Each Synod is composed of clergy and laity.
The Wirral South Deanery Synod has met three times this year. Key 
discussions have been on:
 
1.The Church’s strategy for Mission, and in the light of the Church of 
England’s report on the Mission-Shaped Church, a call to consider fresh 
expressions of worship.
2.A presentation on Same-Sex marriages
3. Mission and evangelism in secondary schools.

as well as Deanery activities, such as the Deanery Banner, and ecumenical 
initiatives.

John Isherwood was a keen, dedicated and hard-working member of 
Deanery Synod, and our Parochial Church Council. We are grateful for his 
huge contribution to the life of our church, and to the Deanery Synod.

Ruth McElroy

Electoral Roll Report
I’m pleased to say that, despite having lost some ten members during the 
year, due to death & moving away, our membership still stands at 150.
Membership is open to anyone who has been baptised, is a member of the 
Church of England and either resident in the parish or has regularly 
attended worship here for at least the last six months.  If you qualify and 
value your church please do enrol.  The more members we have on the Roll 
the greater our representation at Deanery Synod.  It also entitles you to vote 
at church elections and have early notice of and an opportunity to influence 
future developments.  If you would like to enrol please ask for a form.

Irene Marsh, Electoral Roll Officer

Home Group
There is just one home group in our church family which meets twice 
monthly. At present it consists of a small group of varying ages, from 
different backgrounds with differing levels of knowledge all with a common 
desire to develop their relationship with Jesus Christ through Bible study, 
prayer and worship.

Recently we have been studying the book of Acts which is so revealing and 
interesting, so many times a familiar passage reveals something not seen 
before.

During Lent we join up with our Methodist brothers and sisters in the chapel 
and worship our Lord through song, Bible passages and prayer. We have 
some lively discussion too!

We do encourage all members of our church family to come along to share 
in this fulfilling experience and fellowship with each other.
For details see weekly news sheet.

Kath Walker

Men’s Group
During 2014, the Men’s Group continued their ‘usual’ round of monthly 
meetings. These meetings alternated between one meeting in church and 
one in a local pub. At the meetings in church, an outside speaker was invited 
to give their testimony. During their talk, they explained why they were a 
Christian, as well as the journey that they may have taken. The social 
meetings, usually in a public house (or two!), changed venue for every 
meeting, some being in Liverpool, others Chester, some in Willaston and so 
on. Attendance did fluctuate over 2014, but those who were able to be 
present found the meetings both enjoyable and informative.

During 2015, we will be re-launching the Men’s Group, so if you have any 
views, then please do let either myself or Stephen know your thoughts. This 
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group should form an important aspect of our mission to the men of the 
parish and beyond, in our desire for them to know the Lord Jesus.

Fr. Lyndon Bannon

Mothers' Union
Our membership continues to grow and we have enrolled another three 
members. Sadly three of our active members passed away last year  and 
one member has gone to live near to her family in Bristol. We miss them all.
We now have 35 members which includes 4 men so it is no longer a female 
society. Our Aim and Purpose is to demonstrate the Christian faith in action 
by the transformation of communities worldwide through the nurture of the 
family in its many forms. We welcome new members who have been 
baptised in the name of the Holy Trinity and who support our aims and 
mission.

Our Mission is:

•To promote and support married life
•To encourage parents in their role to develop the faith of their shildren
•To maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship 
and service
•To promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and 
protection of children
•To help those whose family life has met with adversity

For our part we have meetings monthly which are held in the Methodist 
schoolroom mostly on Wednesday afternoons usually with a speaker. We 
have regular prayer meetings with corporate communion once a month. An 
enrolment service has been held during the 9.30am Sunday service and one 
during our AGM. Mothers' union is involved in the baptism services in 
church and posies are made by one of our members which are presented to 
all mothers, grandmothers etc. in church on Mothering Sunday.

We support the local  women's refuge,' Away from it All' holidays for 
families who otherwise would not be able to get away, the Liverpool 
Seafarers mission for whom we have knitted hundreds of warm hats for the 
sailors, often so far away from their families. Some of our members are 
involved in the 'Virtual Babies' project visiting schools to give the young 
people an insight into how difficult and time consuming it is looking after a 
baby. We collect 20p's for the MU relief fund to help with disasters which 
may occur anywhere in the world. MU is present at the various wedding 
fayres which are very popular nowadays, giving advice on services, venues, 
hymn suggestions etc 
We are looking for a new Branch Leader for 2016 as I feel it is time to hand 
over to someone younger with fresh ideas

Special thanks to all our members, committee and to Lyndon for his help, 
support and encouragement and last but not least his and Claire's 
wonderful hospitality during 2014.

We look forward to 2015 with our new young Priest-in-Charge Stephen 
Bazely. his wife Joanna and baby Grace. We will remember them in our 
prayers that they are made to feel very welcome in our church and village

Kath Walker.  Branch Leader
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Parish News
Our Parish News continues to thrive, being circulated to over 500 village 
homes and business outlets in and around the parish during 2014.
Each issue of the magazine is delivered by a team of 27 voluntary 
distributors with its distribution being managed and controlled by Inneen 
Taylor. We thank both Inneen and each one of our distributors for all their 
hard work and commitment in the delivery of the magazine – come rain or 
shine. 

When it was reviewed in 2012, the cover price of the magazine set at £1.00 
per copy with the subscription rate for regular subscribers being at £7.50 
for 10 issues. This level was maintained throughout 2013 and 2014. 
Following a review early in 2015 the cover price has been increased from 
February 2015 to £1.20 with regular subscribers paying £10.00 per annum 
to ensure that the production costs of the magazine breaks even.

Approximately one third of our Parish News is made up of paid-for 
commercial advertising. During 2014 we managed to retain 22 of our 
regular business advertisers some of whom have been with us over many 
years. We are grateful for their continued support especially in the current 
financial climate. Early in 2015 we lost a couple of advertisements but as 
we managed to replace those, our advertising revenue is holding its’ own.

We also welcome donations from voluntary organisations in the village 
received in recognition of the advertising placed on their behalf, as these 
contribute albeit in a small way to the overall running costs of the magazine.
Our village Parish News is much admired by people who live within and 
beyond the parish boundary and we are delighted that people who have 
moved away from the village often continue to subscribe.

With the publication of the 6 weekly Parish Diary and regular contributions 
from the majority of the adult and children’s organisations who meet in the 
village, the Christ Church fundraising team and the Methodist Church, our 
Parish News consistently keeps our readers up to date with what is 
happening in the village. Willaston Village Festival Society is holding their 
triannual festival over four days in in June 2015 and we are already 
instrumental in helping them to promote this major event in the village 
calendar and so we look forward to supporting them not only in the lead up 
to the event but in showcasing the event itself.

Our editor ensures that important village issues are given precedence at the 
front of the magazine; monthly updates regarding the Willaston Surgery 

Patient Group being one such example. Our “Youth Section” showcases 
the young people’s activities throughout the year and is well supported by 
the Girlguiding and Scout Associations and the Willaston CofE Primary 
School Parent Teacher’s Association.

Throughout 2014 our Parish News articles have played a major role in 
providing content for our Christ Church website each month and hope to 
continue doing so for our new website at www.christchurchwillaston.com
Early in 2014, our then printers Cowdall’s of Crewe, retired suddenly from 
business which caused a major upheaval and period of uncertainty 
regarding the future printing of the magazine. In June, we appointed Inprint 
Colour Ltd of Crewe to take over the production of the magazine and whilst 
the editor has had to adjust to changed working practices and timescales, 
we are exceptionally pleased not only with the improved quality of the 
magazine but with the excellent service provided by the team at Inprint 
Colour. For example, our editor is now able to proof read the magazine 
online to approve the layout and hopefully spot any errors before the 
magazine goes to print! They have also provided the facility for us to print 
the cover photograph in colour, so should anyone have a favourite 
photograph of the village which you would like showcased, please email 
this to the editor at sheena.chalmers@talktalk.net

We thank the team at Inprint who made the transition as pain free as they 
could and for honouring their pledge to provide a first class service at the 
lowest cost possible. They are a pleasure to do business with.

Finally, the compilation and editing of the magazine is made possible 
mostly by email. The success of this relies heavily on all of our regular 
contributors submitting their articles to the editor on time each month to 
enable our Parish News to be published at the beginning of each month. 
Your Parish News editor is extremely grateful to everyone for their support 
and compliance!

That said after nearly 10 years in the editor’s seat Sheena is looking to hand 
the Editorship reigns over to an enthusiastic successor. Computer skills are 
essential and she will give full training over an agreed hand over period. For 
an informal discussion and exploratory overview contact Sheena on 0151 
327 7138 or email sheena.chalmers@talktalk.net

Sheena Chalmers, Editor

Jane Pearson, Magazine Treasurer
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PCC Comments
We are very thankful for all the work that the PCC has done during the 
vacancy. With a special word of thanks to our members who are stepping 
down this time, Colin Lee and Sarah Rennison. Colin has made a valuable 
contribution to the committee and Sarah has done a tremendous job as PCC 
Secretary. 

Willaston Primary School
A report for the calendar year ending April 2015

Christ Church currently provides three Foundation Governors, Reverend 
Stephen Bazely, Mrs V. Ley and Mrs S. Schwab. This year has seen the 
resignation of Mr J. Dennison as the Chair of Governors after many years of 
exceptional service to the school. We thank him most warmly for his 
contribution.

The school has welcomed Mrs Edwards to teach Year Two and Mrs 
Dennison has covered the Reception class while Ms Hayes has been on 
maternity leave. The hall has been refurbished and refurnished with bright 
new furniture which the children really enjoy.

The children have a rich sporting education. The girls’ football team were 
involved in a Tranmere Rovers tournament gaining second place overall and 
the netball team won the local schools competition and then the Ellesmere 
Port and Neston tournament, which took them through to the Cheshire and 
Warrington School Games.  Cross country remains very strong and many 
different sports are offered in school or clubs.

School is busy academically and the curriculum is enriched by day and 
residential visits e.g. to Conway and Burwardsley which take much devotion 
from staff. There are visits from many outside speakers as well as varied 
individual and whole class peripatetic music tuition.  Recently the school has 
held a “Tomorrow’s World Week” to help the children think about the many 
aspects of their future world.

Members of Christ Church have delivered most of the Wednesday Worship 
on a rota basis during our vacancy and school has now welcomed Revd 
Bazely’s assemblies. The children and staff as well as a number of parents 
regularly attend church for their end of term and Harvest services.

Wardens’ Report
Church Fabric
Without doubt the most important event of the year in respect of the fabric of 
the church was the government announcement, in mid December, of  £15 
million of grants for the repair of Roof and Rainwater Goods of Listed Places 
of Worship. We arranged an inspection by our church Architect who 
identified an estimated £55,000 of work - which should qualify for a grant by 
virtue of being Urgent. Much work was done over the Christmas & New Year 
period to gather information and complete the (32 page) application by the 
submission date. In the event the grant administrators were heavily over-
subscribed and unfortunately we heard (end March) that we were not 
successful. This work, along with other maintenance activity, does need to 
be done in order to protect the building from water ingress and protect our 
heritage for future generations.

Church Goods and Ornaments
It was a delight this year to receive four new stoles, a leaving gift from our 
last Vicar.

The organ and piano have been a very welcome addition to some of our 
services. They have been tuned twice during the year. We extend our 
grateful thanks to the Hadlow Green Singers for arranging the piano-tuning. 
If you know of anyone who might like to come and play for us, please let us 
know.  

We try very hard to maintain the church as a delightful place of welcome and 
worship. There are many people to thank for this, including sides people, 
refreshment makers, cleaners, brass polishers, linen launderers, flower 
arrangers, maintenance teams, gardeners (including Follyfield Nursery who 
maintain the flowerbed in front of the War Memorial beautifully for the people 
of the village) and those who contribute financially to these specific tasks.. If 
you would like to help with any of these tasks in any way, please do let the 
churchwardens know.

Alan Roberts and Viv Ley, Church Wardens
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Weatherstones Worship
Once each month Christ Church holds a short service of praise and worship 
at Weatherstones nursing home. We feel very privileged to be able to bring 
the love of Jesus Christ into the lives of the elderly who are unable to come 
to church. Our service consists of familiar hymns and songs of praise, bible 
readings, prayers and a short talk. Most of the residents enjoy this time of 
worship and join in with the singing. 

We thank God for this special time of sharing and pray that it will continue. 
At present we meet on the third Sunday afternoon of each month at 3.30pm 
and we  welcome anyone who would like to join us.

Kath Walker

Women’s Fellowship
Our meetings took place in the Methodist Hall this year. We began with 
prayers and ended with tea or coffee and biscuits. We had to make a charge 
for the refreshments to help pay for the room hire and speakers’ expenses.

At our first meeting, Steve Race, an ex-Wimbledon umpire, gave us a 
fascinating talk about Wimbledon and the well-known players he met.

Brian Barnes told us about the Liverpool Garden Festival site, from its 
conception to its final closure. It was very interesting, especially to those 
who remembered visiting the Festival.

One afternoon we visited the RSPB reserve at Burton. It was a glorious day 
and our guide was most informative.

Another visit was to the beautiful St Giles’ church at Gresford, where the 
Vicar gave us an account of its history.

In October our local vet, David Murdoch, gave us a lovely talk with slides 
about the history and development of dogs and cats.

Early in December, we met in church for our final annual Christmas 
Celebration. This year it was decided that we would hold the service at 
midday and follow it with a Christmas lunch at the Nag’s Head. I thank 

Eileen and Shirley for helping with the planning, our members for reading 
and Kath for leading the prayers for this very special celebration. Our lunch 
was enjoyable and a wonderful time of fellowship with a birthday cake, 
complete with ‘sparkler candle,’ made by Irene for a member with a very 
special birthday.

The Fellowship has not continued as our numbers have dwindled and it’s 
proved very difficult to keep going. I thank our members for their support, 
especially Eileen who has been our Treasurer.

Margaret Mellor

CC Youth Group
CC Youth has continued throughout the last year but meetings have been a 
little patchy especially since Christmas due to commitments of the leaders 
and young people. We have not lost any members and gained two younger 
siblings of members, this means that if everyone turns up there will be 
fourteen young people. The majority of the members are regular attenders of  
the 9.30 service and are involved with helping out with the children’s activity, 
doing a reading or prayers. Four more of them have been confirmed in the 
last twelve months. I think all of this shows how many of them have made a 
serious commitment to Christ and is a group of youngsters we should 
cherish and help to grow as Christians.

We have met in church for discussions about the church year and had 
visiting speakers to come and talk about their faith.  Activities outside church 
meetings have been canoeing at West Kirby, Laser Quest at Cheshire Oaks, 
Christmas meal out and to see Jesus Christ Superstar.  Also they organised 
the Nativity play for the Christmas service including one of the members 
actually writing the script.  In May we are holding a First Aid Training Course 
in church, if anyone knows a young person who wants to join us on this day 
please let us know as there are a few spare places.

These young people are a pleasure to work with but Lyndon and I do need 
some help to keep it going and have even thought of an alternative way to 
run the group and perhaps to re-launch and appeal to a wider audience of 
young people in the area.  Please do keep the young people and the leaders 
in your prayers.

Helen Heath and Fr. Lyndon Bannon
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Your thoughts and prayers
This report only scratches the surface of what God has and will do at 
Christ Church, the APCM is an opportunity to thank people and hear a 
little more of what God has done in the life of the church. If you are 
struck by anything why not jot it down and share it with us afterwards.

Encouragements

Prayer points 

What can we do to help everyone worship Jesus 
everyday?

How can we help each other grow as disciples and 
make more disciples?
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